
Response to Briargreen Public School Council from letter of August 27, 2017 
 
1.  What criteria has the Board set to ensure that the school is safe for the staff and students to enter? 
Has this criteria been met?  If not, what contingencies are in place for the beginning of school?  Is an 
Occupancy Permit required and has that been obtained? 
 
During a construction project, the criteria for ensuring a school is safe for staff and students is based on 
municipal standards for life safety systems. These requirements include things such as fire alarm, 
emergency lighting, public address and intercom, emergency exits, bathroom access, fire lane/route 
access, and ventilation.  All of these criteria are necessary for building occupancy.  The construction 
project is on schedule for phased occupancy; partial occupancy is currently in place for areas of the 
building that are not under construction (main entrance, gymnasium, office, staff room, and 
washrooms).  Occupancy for the areas under construction this summer is expected to be in place for the 
return of students on Tuesday, September 5th  (Thursday, September 7th for Kindergarten students). 
  
2.  Is the construction on schedule?  Have Phases 1 and 2 been completed?  Can we still expect Phase 
3 to be done by September 15th and Phase 4 to be completed by November 15th? 
 
Phase 1 of the construction is complete. Phase 2 is near completion; it originally included 4 kindergarten 
classrooms, but only the three classrooms required for use in September will be ready.  The remaining 
kindergarten class will be completed as part of Phase 3. The Phase 3 and 4 construction have 
encountered some delays and we now expect completion of Phase 3 by early November, and Phase 4 in 
December. 
 
3.  Where are the construction vehicles going to be located for the remainder of the construction? 
Phase 1 of the construction is supposed to be completed and the construction workers are now to be 
working on phase 2 and 3.  For them to continue to enter at the South Side door would have them 
walking through student areas. 
 
Access for construction vehicles is being relocated to the northeast corner of the site, away from the 
main entrance.  The pathway off of Carlaw Avenue will be restricted for use by construction vehicles.  
That area will be fenced off and construction workers will access the school building through doors 
directly into the construction area, rather than using the main entrance. 
 
4.  Has all the asbestos abatement been completed or can we expect more this Fall while the children 
are in school? 
 
All asbestos abatement work in the construction area has been completed for all four phases of the 
construction project and appropriate clearances received. 
 
5.  When are the teachers allowed to enter the school? If they are not to enter prior to the first day, 
what is the plan for the students while the teachers ensure that their classrooms are safe and clean, 
that they have all the equipment necessary for the first day and they prepare their classrooms. 
 
Teachers can access the school based on the phased occupancy. The school principal will be in contact 
with the school staff regarding access beginning this week.  As the construction work is completed, a 
cleaning crew will be in the school to ensure every classroom space is clean and safe.  In the unlikely 
event that there were last minute issues affecting the occupancy schedule, parents will be notified as 
soon as possible. 
 
The principal is in the process of preparing a letter to the school community to ensure everyone is up to 
date on the status of the project. 



Response to Briargreen Public School Council from letter of August 28, 2017 
 
6. Does Phase 3 not being complete until November mean that the students will have no library or 
music room until then?  What does this mean for teachers' prep areas?  
 
The library will be set up temporarily within the school. A suitable location is being determined in 
consultation with the principal and staff.  The music room will not be ready until Phase 4 is complete.  
Music instruction will continue to take place in the classrooms.  The renovations have provided for 
redesigned prep space for teachers. 
 
7. Do the 3 existing kindergarten classrooms all have operating toilets?  The map indicates that the 
toilets are shared between the new room and existing room. They also appear to share a doorway.  
 
All 3 kindergartens will have operable washrooms complete with toilets and sinks. A temporary wall will 
be constructed to separate the 4th kindergarten classroom from the 3rd. Once the last kindergarten is 
complete, it will share a pair of washrooms between the two rooms and a common corridor to the exit 
hallway. 
 
8. Do the children in the portables have easy access to the school for the bathrooms? Can the 
teachers in the portables see the children as they leave the portable and go to the school? 
 
Students in the portables will have access to the new central washrooms through the north pair of doors 
(nearest the portables).  There is a security card fob system in place to provide entry to the school 
safely. Teachers are able to see the doors from their portables.  Additionally, there will be a security 
camera installed to monitor the entrance to the school from the portables. 
 
9. Another question that one of the parents just asked is: will the children have access to the 
gymnasium? From what we were told in June, the library shelves and some furniture was going to be 
stored in the gym and therefore, the gym would not be available until September 15th when the 
library was completed. If the library is not to be completed until November, will the books be stored 
elsewhere? 
 
The gymnasium will be available for students, with the exception of an area that will be portioned off for 
storage.  The majority of the current  stored materials are destined to be into classrooms this week.  The 
other materials will remain in the gym.  The library resources will be available to the students.  Please 
see response #6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


