
Briargreen Public School Council  

MINUTES  

 

April 13, 2016 

 

Present 

Sharon Edgar  Andrea Horton Dean Brokop 

Krista Perchikovsky Carlie Brown Seema Arora 

Heike Payne  Amy Henry Stacey Elliot 

Lavonne Venables  
(teacher) 

  

  

    

1. Call to Order: Sharon called the meeting to order  

2. Welcome: Sharon welcomed the group  

3. Agenda was approved – motion by Seema and seconded by Krista. 

4. Meeting minutes: approval by Andrea and seconded by Carlie. 

School Report: Grade 1s are looking at structures and learning about shapes. G2 are researching 

animals, and integrating music drama and math. G3 had Scientists in school and in May there will be 

doing a session on plants. There are also doing a swim to survive session. Juniors have finished a session 

with Jennifer Lola. She is a drama coach from  “Be your Best” funded by school council. The first session 

was ‘letting go of fear, and trusting others’. The second session is focused on listening skills that support 

drama as well as everyday life and the third session was focused on accepting the ideas of others.  

Mr. Hobson has taken 13 students to the chess tournament. He was very impressed with the students’ 

behaviour. The BGPS student population represented us well.  The children had a great time. He also 

took students to Right to Play. They learned simple games brought those games back as leaders.  

Number talks-  Elyssa Burrows and Lavonne Venables have hosted a few gatherings to discuss how these 

can be implemented in the classes. 

A “Kindness initiative” started in February. The 3-things project will also be implemented where 

students will be challenged to do 1 kind thing at school, 1 kind thing for family and 1 kind thing for the 

community. Children would be challenged to do this over the month of May. 

Education week is the first week of May. Council suggested that the open-house to be an evening. If it is 

the evening, it would have to be Tuesday, May 3rd in order to not conflict with Greenbank, and 



Knoxdale.  Families will be able to look around class rooms, as well as an art expo. All classes are 

involved in collaborative project for viewing. 

 

Secondary school review: the board is asking for feedback about the decisions that have been made.  

The information is available on the OCDSB .  

Choral fest is next week. There will be 18 students going. There will be 300 students at the Dominion 

Chalmers church. The public sing along will be from 1-2pm.   

The boys choir is also doing well and enjoying themselves.  

Drawing club for boys will be started on Mondays, led by a parent volunteer –thanks to  Amy Henry.  

Grade 6s are leading a musical theatre club. They will be performing Annie, likely on June 7th. Shirley 

Stanton is providing support to the students. 

A Buddy Bench is being proposed. This is a bench where kids can go when they don’t have someone to 

play with. Other kids then see them, and approach them to play. It promotes interaction between kids.  

It has been suggested that the bench be dedicated to Vincent Ketchum, who recently passed away. 

5. Council Reports 

 Pizza, Subway and Movie nights are the biggest fund raising activities. We anticipate the profit to be 

around $13k for this year. 

 e-transfer capabilities have increased and seemed to go well. There was a suggestion to stream-line 

ordering with a single form.  

 Council needs more volunteers. The program leaders for pizza and milk will not be available next 

year and these programs are at risk if a volunteer does not come forward. 

 The possibility of using G6 students was raised. This is not the best option, both because they lose 

instructional time, and they sometimes require a great deal of supervision. 

 We will ask Leslie if she can ask for volunteers at the open house. We will also explore having a 

Parent Council booth at other events (BBQ).   

6. Fundraising Report 

 Organic vegetable orders raised approximately $150.  

 Book world will be set up on the stage. Collections will begin next week. There will be a trivia 

contest.  

 Coffee orders will go home next week.  This is not a very popular program, so maybe reconsider this 

for next year. 

 Movie night will be on April 29th. The picks for the students will be Minions, The Good dinosaur , 

Peanuts, Alexander and the no good, terrible day, Star Wars, The Road Trip (Alvin and the 

Chipmunks). 



 Volunteers are needed for the movie night. There will be popcorn and juice/water. 

 Valentine’s Day Dance will be February 10th. Krista will investigate the option of going with 

Luv2Groove, or staying with the current DJ. It is the 20th anniversary of the Valentine’s dance. We 

could have a photo booth. Perhaps dance activities for kids/parents will be suggested. 

 Fun Haven has been a sponsor for the Valentines Dance and provided us with promotion cards. 

These cards offer a discount for the family and there is 10% return to Briargreen School Council. 

 PRO grant next year is due May 9th. This grant should be focused on well being of the students. 

Seema Volunteered to do this grant. 

7. OCASC Report 

OCASC meeting was cancelled due to weather.  

8. New Business:  
 Value village takes items and returns a portion to the school. This could be a fund raiser for 

the school. 

 There will be an upcoming feasibility assessment for an outdoor classroom.  

9. Adjournment 

Sharon adjourned the meeting.  

 


